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Anderson: Two-fish walleye and bass limits obscure 
real issue on Mille Lacs 
Al11cle by: DEfolNI$ AN(Jf';RSON, St~rTrlbU116" lJpd~!Bd: M~l'l'il 29, 2013- 12:13 AM 

TIW two-fish walleye limit this ye:;.r Is $Upposad to help fishing lolig-terrn but doesn't 

address the real problem. 

5 Signs You•ll Get Cancer 
www.newsmilx.com 

Thc:se 5 Signs warn You That cancer ls St!lrtlng Inside Your Body. 

Vll!'nln the bizarre becomes routine, people acc;:ept it as normal. 1/vtlioh 

might explain the q\Jiet acquiescence among Mille Leos anglers since 

the Departmr!lnt ot Natural Rel!c;JUrces recently anno\lnQBd its twc.-flsh 
walleye limits for the leka D!!tl,llnning May 11. 

Yi!)t the walleye restriction, lowered from four iieh last year, with ~ 
vastly diff&rent harvest slot in force this year than in 2012, isn't even 

the wackiest regL.Jiatory lasso the DNR threw around Mille Lacs. 

Tl1a1 prize goes to its new Mille Laca ameli mouth bass limit, which a 

year ago es!;lentially was z:aro <1nd now is si;.:. 

More on bass below. 

Where the Fish are Biting 
www.takemefishing.org 

Find out the ice fishing report in your area now. 

Firs!, consider that in 2012, Mille Lac$ Wi;llle~e anglers oould keep 
four fiSh under 17 inches (in \M\ bag, one could be longer than 26 

t&lat&a content 
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TM ~>)pulall()t1 or W@II~YI) IG 
aacllnlng on Lake Mille lac~. 
MlnnG:!'Oiot.;'!; mo:;t populoar 

w<rlleye lake, and the DNR, 
loc.al bualnaases aM angl<~rs 
nnd themselves with i<m 
opt1cr1~. 

D~nnle Ander&l)n, St•r Trlb~n~ 
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inches), a slot that almost no one could hit, so difficul\ was it to find 

fi$h of that size. 

This ye!'lr, following DNR estimates th<~t walleyesln1he IB!ke have 

skidded to a 4Q,year low. with disproportionately \OQ few small fi5h 

among \hem, a vastly different ha!VeSI soheme is i~ force. Now tM 

DNR says the only walleyes (in addition to one agi!lln that can be 

IMger than 2B inches) anglers car1 keep must t)e between 16 and 20 

inches. fi$h \hat should we.lgh between 2 and 3 pounds, 

.Additionally, 1118 Mille Lacs walleye qport,fishing q\Jota has been Cl.lt 

in h(llfthis year, to 178,500 pounds.- perhaps 100,0(10 pounds of 

which (a DNR estimate), or mons, will be accounted for in "release 

mortality," meaning that's thE! poun()age of Mille Lace walleyes thl't 

will die ti1is year after beir1g caught and reiea!loed. 

Remaining in the quota under thOse circumstances would bE! only 

78,$00 pounds of w~lleyes to oe caugh\ aM kept by anlllers In \he 

o:;<)mlng sMson. The~ \he leokl), perhaps, would be shut down to 

walleye flShing. 

Unless, of course, t11e DNR Knows something everycme else only

suspects: tl)et\h!!re ere so few 18- \o :20-inoh walleyes In \he laKe that 

the quota never will oe re~ched, no matter t1ow many peopl~fish il. 

Meanwhila, me eight b$nds of Chippewa who ne\ Mille laos during 

tne spring spawn (their quote was all>o hlllved, to 11,250 po~mds) 

h<Ne given no indication they will change the me~h size of their nets, 

which tend to target walleyes 1S incM$ and sm<~ller, the same fish 

spori anglers J;!re tryinll to prot<;!lct. 

3 °/o HARP Refinance Loan 
harp·,·loan ,rreerato:<; pdate:.cClt11 

NO Appraisal, No MAX L1V1 3. :l APR*. 1 Bank, Low HA~f' 

R_ate, Get a Quote. 

II( 

i 

All of wi)IOh, no matter whose lens you view it thmugh, i!l bilarre, in 

that tM banda are using nets ouring the spring sp~wt1 tq virtt.~>llly 

ensure a highly effective harvest of some of the same fish that, come 

tl1e sport-fisl11ng opener May 11, everyone else will try to protect. 

Wriy the protection effort? 

t'leceuse ihe smaller fish, or many Of them, represent \he 2008-y<!ar 

<;lass of Mille laos wans:w:~, behind whloh, for whatever rea:SOfl, no 

robust walleye year class follows. 

Consider also the lake's !JeW smallmouth regulations. 

LMt year, anglers could keep cme smallie from Mille Lacs, but it had 
to measure greater than 21 lnct,es, a (rue hawg ))llshing the 5-potlrid 

n;mge. 

This was In keeping with mili<Henance of what in r$tcr1t yeare has 

l;>aoome a world·dass smallmouth fishery that attraCt$ <!Oglers from 
thrqughout the Midwest 

So Wha\ OOe!l the DNR do? 

In !ln a1;\empt Ia replace 6ofl\<!l or aU of an Ul)known ntJmber of walleye 

anglef!lo the agency fears might not visit the lake and spend money, 

t1wt1ng IJ)e local economy, because of the light harvest slot and two

fish limit, officials irl il Sil'lg/<Jr .~e8son kick up the smJ;~IImou(h limit from 

one to six (harvested fish this year must I:Je <JncJer 17 inc11es, with QIW 

over 20). 

Bye-bye world-class small mouth fishery. 

MeanwhHe, among ~NR Mille Lacs fisheries managers, practiced as 

they are 111 both pubhc-nsaollrca and pllbiic-relations maM!ifO<'I'lent 

the ··new normal'' is to theorize that 5o many MctNS affuct tt1e lake 

and 1ts fishery (hat it's impossible to decide WI)ICI1 amonl) tnem Is 
foremost. 

The lake, sf'ter all, 1:ow has :~:ebrJ;! mussels galons end a sampling of 

other 1nvas1ve spec1es. as well :;t~ burgeoning smsllrnoulh be~s and 

northern pike popul<ltioM. Also, thanks to DNR regulations in recent 

years, the lake might have too rnany big walleyes that too efte<;\lvely 

prey on what appears to be a frag!l& rora!Je base. including small 
walleyes. · 

And on a no on, 

http://www .sta:rtribtme.com/sports/outdoors/20053 683\.h.tml 
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All of whil:;h are secondary worries. 

Fundamentally, what bedevils the l:;~ke and i\s walleyes hides in plain 
11ite ~!Very ~pring, and will reveel iHelf ag<'lin eaon .. _routinG now as. 

ice-out, but nonetheless bizarre. 

It's the nets. 

Dennis Anderson danderson@starttlbune.cori> 
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